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News from St. Andrew By - The - Sea United Methodist Church  

     One of the most visible expressions of the connectional nature of United Methodism is Annual 
Conference. This past week, churches from all over our state gathered in Florence, South Carolina to 
share stories of ministry, debate issues of mutual concern, and communicate the continued activity of 
the Holy Spirit in the midst of and through our church.  St. Andrew By-The-Sea sent three delegates 
to represent us at this annual gathering.  Inspiring worship, wonderful preaching and teaching and 
well as accounting of administrative and financial functions were all on the agenda for the week.  The 

breadth and scope of discussion and action is greater than the space I have here to describe.  However I would rec-
ommend taking a peak at the Conference website www.umcsc.org for accounts and stories of some of the many ac-
tivities and proceedings.  Of particular note, our own Jeannie Blankenbaker was elected at Annual Conference to the 
delegation for the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference.  That conference, held every four years, is the body that is 
responsible for the election of Bishops for the United Methodist Church.  We are all very proud of Jeannie and we 
know she will serve our church, conference and connection very well.   
     The final act of the gathered delegates at Annual conference is the fixing of pastoral appointments by our presid-
ing Bishop, Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor.  Iôm pleased to share with you that Iôve been appointed to St. Andrew By-
The-Sea for the upcoming year!  Iôm proud to be your pastor and I look forward to serving with you during an exciting 
time in our churchôs history.   
     We have a great deal for which to be proud as a connectional church.   Our first level of connection is always in 
Christ and is always celebrated every Sunday in worship.  Iôm looking forward to seeing you this week.  

    Neil 

Holy Conferencing With God In Our Midstéby Jeanie Blankenbaker, delegate 
 
     Holy conferencing, thatôs what we were about last week in Florence as over 1600 registered clergy and lay dele-
gates gathered for the 224th meeting of the South Carolina Annual Conference (SCAC).  It was the Wesleyan way ï 
to worship, share the holy sacraments, enjoy the ministry of Godôs word, called to strengthen our connection, be-
come better followers of Jesus Christ.  We did what had to be done with intention and purpose. We were reminded to 
show compassion, kindness and to be even tempered.  And we were! 
     We were treated to three sessions of leadership development covering Principles, Passion and Practices of Lead-
ership and joyfully sang hymns from a wonderful new worship resource entitled Worship and Song.  
     And of course there was the business of the church.  We heard and received numerous reports, voted on several 
recommendations, approved 9 Resolutions along with the Consent Calendar and approved 6 Petitions to the 2012 
General Conference.  A plan for restructuring programmatic conference agencies/groups was approved, the 2012 
conference budget was approved and discussed the disturbing news that the SC UM Relief Center is basically bank-
rupt. 
     Resolutions of particular interest to this author was ñRecognizing The United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) as the official agency for sending volunteer mission teams from the SC Conferenceò and also of great inter-
est and discussed by the body was the resolution on Immigration Reform ï ñthat the SCAC discourage the SC Legis-
lature in passing and implementing SB 20éò this concluded with specific ñResolvedò statements for our congrega-
tions.  We celebrated the clergy as our Bishop licensed 23 candidates as local pastors, commissioned 1 provisional 
deacon and 11 provisional elders; ordained to ministry 4 deacons and 15 elders. We recognized 21 retirees and the 
ñfixing of appointmentsò was conducted. 
     We also exercised our voting skills!  On the 6th ballot, lay delegates were elected to the 2012 General Conference 
and on the 4th ballot, 2012 Jurisdictional Conference lay delegates were elected.  Gratefully, this author was among 
those elected to JC.  It took the clergy a little longer ï Bishop Taylor released all lay persons at dinner time Saturday 
night. The clergy stayed until the last ballot was cast at 11:00pm! 
     Anyone can attend our annual conference meetings as a visitor.  We encourage you to do so. Itôs so exciting to 
see our wonderful church at work, to be a part of that holy conferencing! 
 
(Our other delegates, Bill Putnam and Dan Griswold, would be glad to talk with you about SCAC, too!) 

http://www.umcsc.org


The deadline for the next Fisherman  
issue is July 5, 2011. Please have  
submissions emailed to Nadine Stohr at: 
nadineshhiumc@gmail.com before noon 
on July 5

th
.  During the summer, issues of 

the Fisherman will be monthly instead of  
bi-monthly. 

SUNDAY, June 19 
 9:00 Worship 
 10:00 Coffee and Fellowship - Cel. Ctr 
 10:00 BP Checks 
 10:15 Sunday School - Joy Class 
 10:15 Summer Youth Small Grp - B104 
 11:15 Worship 
MONDAY, June 20 
 5:00 Trustees - C111 
 7:00 Finance -  
 7:30 Menôs Basketball 
TUESDAY, June 21 
 12:15 UMM Lunch Devotional 
 6:00 Women at the Well - B108 
 7:00 AA - B105 
WEDNESDAY, June 22 
 10:00 Piece Makers 
 12:15 Healing & Wholeness - Chapel 
 4:00 Stephen Leaders - C111 
 5:00 Stephen Ministry 
 6:00 Middle School Youth 
THURSDAY, June 23 
FRIDAY, June 24 
SUNDAY, June 26 
 8:30 Summer Choir Rehearsal -Music Rm 
 9:00 Worship 
 10:00 Coffee and Fellowship - Cel. Ctr 
 10:15 Summer Youth Small Grp - B104 
 10:15 Sunday School - Joy Class 
 10:45 Summer Choir Rehearsal - Music Rm 
 11:15 Worship 
 12:30 SURF Youth Beach Day 
MONDAY, June 27 
 9:00 VBS 
TUESDAY, June 28 
 9:00 VBS 
 12:15 UMM Lunch Devotional 
 3:00 Health Ministries - Library 
 7:00 AA - B105 
WEDNESDAY, June 29 
 9:00 VBS 
 12:15 Healing & Wholeness - Chapel 
 6:00 Student Leader Exploration - C111 
THURSDAY, June 30 
 9:00 VBS 
FRIDAY, July 1 
 9:00 VBS 

Hospital: Harold Taylor 
Convalescing:  Katie Williams, Joan Bryan, Bill Hulme,  
David Anderson, Keith Dodson, Jim Reeves, Nadine Tyler, 
Patrick Keenan, Alice Gates, Sandra Chase, Bill Sims,  
Marian Jackson, Karen Gentzler 

To the St. Andrew congregation, 
  
     I would like to thank you for your generous  
scholarship toward my Masters of Christian Education degree 
at Pfeiffer University.  I am so excited to receive this financial 
assistance, and I greatly appreciate your support.   
     By awarding me this scholarship, you have lightened my 
financial burden which allows me to focus more on my minis-
try and school.  I have really enjoyed the MCE youth ministry 
program and I look forward to the ways in which God will use 
this degree to further his work.  I just started full-time serving 
as the Associate Youth Minister at Weddington (NC) United 
Methodist Church after working part-time for the past two 
years.  It is amazing to feel what God is doing through this 
ministry. 
     Thank you for being Godôs hands in my life through your 
support.  I hope that I can bless others in the way you have 
blessed me.  

  
  Grace and peace, 
  Britney Nicole Travis 
 

(Donations to the St. Andrew Scholarship 

Fund may be made anytime. Make your 

check payable to St. Andrew By-The-Sea 

and note "ñScholarship Fund."   

It may be dropped in the offering plate or 

delivered to the church at 20 Pope Ave-

nue, Hilton Head, SC  29928) 



Shake It Up Café still needs:  
 

  - powdered lemonade drink mix  

  - cookies:  call Emmy Honts (681 -7141) if you can make us  

     a batch.   

 

  - a few strong backs for just an hour to help us tear   

     down VBS and re-set the Celebration Center on July 1,  

     12:30-1:30. 

 

 - Prayers  asking for Godõs continued guiding hand as we  

   minister to and with children in our church family and    

   community. 

VBS begins in 

one week -   

June 27!  

 
 
 
     Weõre encouraging all our families of all  
ages and stages to put aside some special time 
this month for Family Sunday School at home 
or on vacation.  Because we know God is  
everywhere, we know that we can learn about 
God and worship Him no matter where we are. 
 

 
 
 

Creation Story at the Beach 
 

     The Bible word òcreateó means to make or begin something new.  Genesis 1 and 2 tells us that God 
is the creator of all things: the earth, moon, and stars as well as all the animals and especially people.   
A great way to help the creation story come alive is to go to the beach with your family and read the 
Genesis 1:1-31 and 2:1-3 together.  As you read together, see how much of the creation story you see 
at the beach. 
     Take time to look at whatõs under your feet.  Dig deep in the sand close to the waterõs edge to find 
creatures and treasures.  Look high and far to see some of the big parts of creation.  As you swim or 
wade in the water feel the power of creation as the waves and tide constantly move the oceanõs edge.  
Know that the same God who made all that you see and feel also made you and loves you more than 
you can imagine. 
     On the next page is a word search of words you may find in the Genesis story or things you may 
see at the beach.  Have fun, make a joyful noise, and celebrate Godõs creation! 

Summer Sunday 
School at  

Home 



Mid -Summer Picnic at Dolphin Head 

Date:  Saturday, July 16 
Time:  4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Location:  Dolphin Head Recreation Area in H. H. Plantation 
RSVP:  church office (785-4711) or  conniebhhiumc@gmail.com 
 
Hamburgers, hotdogs, beverages (and a fantastic view of Port  
Royal Sound) provided.  Bring a dish to share.  Look for more  
�G�H�W�D�L�O�V���L�Q���Q�H�[�W���P�R�Q�W�K�·�V��Fisherman. 


